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1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE APPROVED BY PRESIDENT TO 
BE READ BY AMBASSADOR STOESSEL AT LENINGRAD OPENING OF THE 
METROPOLITAN MUSEUM EXHIBIT.BEGIN TEXT: 

CULTURAL EXCHANGES HAVE AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN PROMOTING 
BETTER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION. I COMMEND THE INITIATIVE OF 
THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND THE NEW YORK METROPOLITAN 
MUSEUM OF ART FOR ARRANGING THIS IMPORTANT EXCHANGE OF WORKS 
OF ART WHICH WILL SURELY CONTRIBUTE TO A BROADER APPRE- 
CIATION OF OUR RESPECTIVE CULTURAL HISTORIES. THOUSANDS 
OF AMERICANS HAVE ALREADY VISITED AND ENJOYED PRICELESS 
HISTORICAL OBJECTS IN THE SOVIET EXHIBIT ' FROM THE 
LAND OF THE SCYTHIANS" WHICH OPENED AT THE METROPOLITAN 
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WE NOW WELCOME SOVIET AUDIENCES TO THE METROPOLITAN 
MUSEUM'S COLLECTION OF WEST EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN PAINTINGS 

DATING FROM THE 16TH TO THE 19TH CENTURIES. WE HOPE THAT 
THEY WILL DERIVE AS MUCH PLEASURE FROM THIS EXHIBIT 
AS AMERCIANS HAVE FROM THE SCYTHIAN WORKS OF ART. WE ARE 
PLEASED TO SHARE THESE PAINTINGS WITH SOVIET AUDIENCES, 

AND ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE EXHIBIT WILL ENHANCE THE CUL- 
TURAL TIES WE ALREADY ENJOY AND LEAD TO FURTHER SUCH 
EXCHANGES. END TEXT INGERSOLL 
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